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Abstract

In the last few decades non-timber forest products (NTFPs) gains renewed importance to researchers due to their
immense potentiality as a poverty reduction strategy. In fact, NTFPs are still a vital means of livelihood for a large
number of rural people living in most developing countries. It has also perceived that, collection of NTFPs is ecologi-
cally less benign than timber harvesting that eventually enhances forest conservation. Protected areas (PAs) on the
other hand represent a key strategy in biodiversity conservation worldwide. A main challenge however facing while
managing PAs is the local resource dependency which has sometimes disregarded or poorly recognized by the
local governing authorities. The present study collects and analyses the community views (n = 101) on the pros-
pects of NTFPs for enhanced conservation within PAs and its present role in sustaining forest-based livelihoods.
Study was performed between January 2006 to January 2007 in a north-eastern PAs of Bangladesh- Satchari Na-
tional Park. Respondents were interviewed using a semi-structured questionnaire from various forest dependency
categories. From the study it appears that, majority of the people (67%) of the area holds a strong and positive per-
ception about NTFPs and their probable conservation value which surprisingly sometimes found in accordance with
the arguments of various authors. The study also identified 14 NTFPs commonly used by the local inhabitants of
the area of which 5 were reported critically important for supporting their livelihoods. Besides, collection, processing
and sale of NTFPs constitute primary occupation for approximately 18% of households of the area among which
76% were poor to ultra poor and which accounts an estimated average of 19% of household's cash annual income.
Finally study concludes for a allowable limit for harvesting of commercially important NTFPs from the PA as well as
their massive plantation in buffer zones which should be managed under a participatory regime and where all the
harvesting activity should be maintained under a strict regulation and monitoring system.
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About the case-study area
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Causes of resource depletion in PAs
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