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Forests & forestry in Bangladesh: the
scenario

2.53 million ha; 16% land mass; true forest cover ~ 5%;
protected areas ~ 1.67%;

contribution to GDP ~ 3.3%, labor force employed ~
2% ;

major challenges-
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lllegal logging: the global perspective

— felling and e tractlng 0 om farests that is not
}n conformity wzth an approve oo men an or is not oﬁaiaally
icensed or permitted in any other way ofest authority;

viewed o ne of the major th eat to lobal 1cl)rests and biodiversity
partlglcul y in the tropics that comprlse the richest ecosystem on
ear

sts de)veloplng countries p.a. in lost revenue (Tacconi et
2003

111e% lloggln even
aps para chal beneti

hough 'S negative i aclt(f contrqve sml}y, lild
its many stake ers, including [0ca
Eommunities ( Taccori 2007).
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however...

new strategy (!)...

“involving local people in forest manaﬁ]ement
and rehabilitate stakeholders with AIG
options!”

the study was aimed...

“to compare the efficacy of AIG supports and law
enforcement to prevent illegal logging”
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~ what are the underlying causes responsible for
illegal logging in the areas ?

challenges...

~maintains harmony with diverse qualitative and
quantitative data;

~avoid biasness; confirm the quality of information;
and !
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Current act and regulation: Forest Act1927;
amended on 1994;

Enforcement agency: Bangladesh Forest Department
(FD);

Responsible person: FD field staffs and officials;
Punishment: 2 years (maximum!);

Fine: Tk. 2000, or 6 month jail; if unable to pay!!!

Limitation (s): Lack of clear/solid evidence (!), and
lack of witnesses (!).
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field survey 2007-2008;

semi-structured questionnaire with illegal logger
(n=30) with the help of key informant;

open ended discussion with FD officials and political
persons (n=5);

General features of the study sites
(LNP; area- 1245 ha),
(SNP; 241 ha);
under co-management schemes since 2005, with aid
from USAID;
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Study sites

Satchari
National
Park

Lawachara
National
Park

© SA Mulad (2007)
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http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2007140&id=728682822
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2542230&id=728682822
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General features of the respondents
GEED)

(SD+2.08)
(SD+4.5)

(SD+2.85)
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Economic Incentives (in terms of AIG
supports)

AIlG support Number of illegal Form of support
logger
Eco-tour guide 1 training, promotion (to tourists)
Fishery 1 hatched fish
patrol guard e uniform, monthly salary
Livestock (beef, pig) 3 cow, pig (for ethnic people)
Nursery 1 seeds, poly-bags, fertilizer, small money for fencing,

support during selling

Poultry rearing 2 Hatched chicken, small money for housing
\egetable gardening 3 seeds, small money for fencing
Total 18

Source: Field survey (2007-09)
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(Quantitative data

No. of entries ~ 10.83 (+59.3);
Quantity of timber collected ~ 116.87 (+59.1) cft.

No. of entries ~ 6.07 (+67.08);
Quantity of timber collected ~ 74.66 (+81.74) cft
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Illegal logging trends in two case study site
(Source: Mazumder et al. 2007)
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Factors affecting illegal logging

livelihood insecurity;

tenure insecurity/conflicts with customary forest
use;

high timber demand attributed by comparatively
low market price locally;

presence of sawmills and furniture shops;

poor monitoring, ease transportation and road
networks;

lack of conspicuous forest boundary.
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Unemployment

Natural calamities

Food price

Crop failure
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Health hazards

Level of illegal logging

Potential livelihood related peculiarities associated with illegal logging
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Price variation of top 10 species in local and urban market

(Source: Field work 2007-08)
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(ceiling value; 69 Tk~1USD
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Easy road
network/
Lack of

monitoring

Inappropriate
forest boundary

Poverty/
Financial insecurity
Unemployment

Shortage of manpower/
Institutional
arrangements

Corruption/
Greediness/
Politics

Saw mills/
High timber
demand

Conceptual framework describing how factors affect illegal logging
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Case filled

lllegal logging (sent to jail)

Need to appear in
court on regular Get bails
basis! (require more and/or fined

money)
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(DFID, 2007)




Linking illegal logging and climate change

[llegal logging helps to
sequester carbon, indirectly,
through removal of valuable
timber from the forest (thus
enhancing restoration of forest
by fast growing new species)
and thereafter stored in
wooden furniture’s !!!
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